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Welcome to Finningley church.  We are mentioned in the 

Doomsday Book as ‘Finig lei’ (a clearing in the Fens): 

“The manor was held by Gilbert Tison who had 15 villeins 

(serfs that worked the land in exchange for dues and 

services to the lord of the manor), 5 ploughs, a wood, and 

a pasture two miles long.”

Martin Frobisher, a noted Admiral of Queen Elizabeth I, is said to have been given the manor 

of Finningley as a reward for his exploits, and his descendents held it until the end of the 17th 

century.  It was then that the Dutch engineer Cornelius Vermuyden acquired the land while 

attempting to drain the fens to the east of the village.

The church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity and also to St Oswald, the King of Northumbria from 

633 to 641 who was responsible for the spread of Christianity from the Firth of Forth to the 

Humber estuary and was canonised by the church as a Saint and Martyr.  There has been a 

church on this site since Saxon times – but let us now look at the building which is predominantly 

Norman in origin.

The Entrance (1)
As you enter the porch, see if you can make out the carvings on the right and behind the notice 

boards on the left.  They are 700 year old coffin lids, with the symbols depicting the rank of the 

deceased: sword - thought to represent the lord of the manor, shears - thought to represent a lady.

A plaque on the east wall tells us that the porch was re-erected in 1855 to the memory of Mary 

Ann Oldfield by her daughters.  Mary’s grave can be found to the left of the Rectory gate.

Now look to the Norman archway that leads into the largest part of the church, called the nave. 

The arch is of early Norman period, although some believe it could even be Saxon.  It would have 

been elaborately coloured to emphasise the words Jesus spoke, “I am the door.”

The Nave (2)
In front of you, after entering the nave, is a Norman tub font where Christians are baptised.  You



can see a pulley on the roof high above the font which would have 

been used to lift a much heavier font cover.  The cover would have 

been locked with a ‘witchlock’ to stop any contamination of the 

baptismal water which was blessed at Easter and used over and 

over again until the following Easter: thankfully this unhygienic 

practice is not used anymore!

On the large pillar behind the font are two boards with the names 

of all the Rectors of this church, starting with Will de Sta Elena, a 

monk who was in charge in 1293 during the reign of Edward I.

The South Wall (3)
On the south wall to the right of the main door, is a large black 

charity board with ‘Benefactions’ written at the top.  The board 

dates back to 1608 when the Bassel, or ‘Use Money’ for the poor, 

amounted to 7 pounds 8 shillings and 10 pence.

In 1617 Reverend Turrell left 6 pounds 13 shillings and 4 pence.  These amounts would have 

been a great help to the poor.  The interest would have been distributed, either as money or a 

bought loaf of bread at Easter or Christmas time, to probably up to 20 families.

The Tower (4)
At the back of the nave is a Norman arch leading to the oldest part of the church, the Norman 

Tower built between 1080 and 1090.  Inside the doorway is housing for a drawbar.  The original 

door would have been of solid oak and when reinforced by the drawbar would turn the tower into a 

secure communal refuge in times of peril.  There are 3 bells hung in the tower, two are dated: one 

1621 and the other 1700. 

The North Aisle (5)
Almost opposite to the main door, is an arched alcove where the north door has been blocked in 

and a display cabinet now stands.  This door, known as the ‘Devil’s Door’, was once opened to 

enable exorcised evil influences which may have come in through the south door to flee from the 

church.  Then it would be locked.

As you walk up the north aisle, which was added in the 15th century, towards the old Lady Altar, 

look up to the memorial on the side wall.  It features a brass leopard and is in memory of Revd 

John Harvey and his wife, who lived at Finningley Hall.  He was Rector of this church for 11 years.  

The Harvey family gave a converted barn to be used as a village school.  It is now the Village Hall.

To your right is the pulpit.  You can see how old it is by finding the date carved on one panel, but 

no one knows who Thomas Partrick is.  Did he donate it?
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The Main Aisle (6)
The main nave dates from about 1280, as does the archway opening to the 14th Century chancel.

Look up at the roof, which was not made for this building, but possibly brought from a large hall to 

replace an earlier roof.  Can you see why it is clear that it was not made for this church?  On the 

tie beams are medallions carved and painted like flowers, but they are not symmetrically placed.

What do you think the roof boss on one of the central tie beams represents?  The beam has 

cracked to give the face a weird expression.  Was it originally supposed to be the Green Man with 

foliage coming from his head?

The wooden board on the south wall between the windows originally hung in the Chapel at RAF 

Finningley.  They donated it to the church when the RAF base closed in 1995.  There is the RAF 

badge at the top and the bible quotation from Isaiah 40:31 “They that wait upon the Lord shall 

renew their strength.  They shall mount up with wings as eagles”.

The Chancel (7)
On the left are the many organ pipes of a large organ installed in the early 1900’s when the Rector 

was Revd Lewis Elwyn Lewis, a Doctor of Music.  He was a brilliant organist and gave regular 

recitals to large audiences.  Continuing the musical theme you can also see our choir stalls.  

These were built for people much smaller than those of today’s stature.  Nevertheless our choir 

members manage to use them!

Look up at the chancel ceiling.  There are twenty three fascinating carved and painted bosses 

depicting flowers, a King (probably King Edward III) and a Bishop (Bishop John of Thoresby?).  

Can you also find the boss representing the twin priests (or Janus)?

Sanctuary (8)
Above the altar is the east window, depicting realistic scenes of the battlefield.  There are angels 

with trumpets above a figure of Christ whose hand is on the shoulder of a soldier.  This is a tribute 

to those who served in the First World War and to the 22 local men who did not return.

Looking up to the boards high up above the window you can see traces of very old paintings 

including the sun on the left and the moon on the right.

The only old glass remaining in the church is a 15th century medallion at the top of the left hand 

window.  It is said to depict John the Baptist in his hair coat.

On the floor to the right of the altar is set the coffin lid of Lentt Pearson MA.  He was a Rector of 

this church who died in 1712 and with the lovely epitaph “He lived beloved by all, and died by all 

lamented”.



Set into the wall above this are four arches, one holding a double-drained piscine (which looks 

like two round stone sinks) where the chalice and paten were once washed after the Communion 

Services.  The other arches hold three sedilia, seats where the priest and his assistants would sit.

And Finally… 
This brings us to the end of our guide inside our historic church and we hope you have enjoyed 

your tour.  Our church yard is maintained as a conservation area and is home to many native wild 

flower and animals.  It has won awards for its management and is well worth a walk around before 

you leave.

Please also take a moment to sign our visitor’s book.

Our Sunday services are listed below, and details of other activities can be found on the notice 

boards around church, on our weekly publication ‘The Notice Board’, or our web site:

www.fabparish.org.uk

Sunday Services

1st Sunday 9:15am Said Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer

  10:30am All Age Worship and Baptisms

2nd Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion (with Sunday Club for children and young people)

3rd Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion (with Sunday Club for children and young people)

  6:30pm Informal Evening Worship

4th Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion (with Sunday Club for children and young people)

5th Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion (with Sunday Club for children and young people)

If you would like any further information then please feel free to contact our Minister, Revd Neil 

Redeyoff, on 01032 770240 or email neilredeyoff1@btinternet.com

© HERITAGE INSPIRED: South Yorkshire’s Faith Tourism Initiative

Text:  Originally researched and compiled by Mrs L J Goodyear. For this guide 

the text was edited and the plan produced by Revd Neil Redeyoff.

Design:  HERITAGE INSPIRED (www.heritageinspired.org.uk)


